
 

 

Using Custom Event Viewer Views for Failed SQL Server Logins 

You can be overloaded by events in the Application event log, too. One trick you can 
use is to build a Custom View. This way, the Event Viewer will sift through the events 
based on a predefined filter you've configured. To start, make sure you are in Event 
Viewer running under a login that has the ability to access the Application event log for 
the server where the SQL Server is installed. This could be Event Viewer running on 
your workstation. 

Next, right-click on Custom Views and choose Create Custom View... 

 

Define what you're going to filter on. Set the log to Application and enter 18456 for the 
event ID like so: 



 

 

 

Then click OK and give the view a name. If you have SQL Server installed where the 
Event Viewer is connected to and you've had failed logins which were audited, you 
should see them in the appropriate pane: 



 

 

 

I mentioned creating this view on your workstation and here's why: when you connect to 
another computer, you can use the custom view there, too. If I create the custom view 
on my workstation, I only have to create it once. I can then connect to any SQL Server 
where I'm interested in looking for failed logins and then click on my custom view. It may 
take a few moments, but Event Viewer will retrieve the events and display the filtered 
result. 

 


